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HEALTH SYSTEM — MEDIHOTELS AND URGENT-CARE CLINICS 

95. Mr M. HUGHES to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the government’s commitment to reduce pressure on our health system and emergency departments. How 
will medihotels and urgent-care clinics improve our health system? Can the minister update the house on the 
progress of setting up these medihotels and urgent-care clinics? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

I thank the member for the question and acknowledge his interest in this area, given Kalamunda Hospital, in his 
electorate, was very much neglected under the previous government. I look forward to speaking with the member 
for Kalamunda about the future of health care in Western Australia, which is about innovation and the integration 
of services. This is the agenda that WA Labor brought to government to make sure our health system puts patients 
first and that we have a world-class health system for Western Australian patients. Two of those key commitments 
were the development of medihotels around some of our larger metropolitan hospitals as well as urgent-care 
clinics. Medihotels are a great way to provide innovative care to ensure patients, particularly country patients who 
have come to the big hospitals for their operation, can be discharged to a more appropriate care environment, 
thereby both improving services to patients and providing a more affordable healthcare system. 

I am very pleased to say that today the Minister for Planning and I announced that LandCorp had received an 
overwhelming number of responses from proponents interested in developing a medihotel at the Murdoch health 
and knowledge precinct around Fiona Stanley Hospital. This precinct will develop medihotels, which will provide 
innovative health care and a solution for our hospitals, which are under great pressure. We look forward to working 
with the short list of proponents over the coming months to finalise the arrangements for those proposals with 
a view to announcing the final proponent in mid-2017. We are getting on with the job of implementing our policies 
around an innovative healthcare system that puts WA patients first. 

Additionally, over the coming months, we will meet with stakeholders of the primary healthcare sector to develop 
a policy for integrating urgent-care clinics into our hospital system. Urgent-care clinics are acute primary 
healthcare sectors that provide urgent care to patients who need urgent assistance for their disease or injury but do 
not need the fully fledged services of an emergency department. Again, these are innovative, integrated health 
services that put WA patients first. We are keen to get on with our election commitments because under the former 
government we had a government that had run out of ideas. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: It was a government that had run out of ideas under which we saw record ambulance ramping 
and elective surgery waiting lists that are continuing to grow. We will bring new ideas to the health system and 
most important, we will put WA patients first. 
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